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ABSTRACT 

The document reports on a survey of state directors 
of special education to determine: (1) the number of special 
education administrative decisions issued by hearing officers from 
1984 through 1988 in disputes between parents and education agencies, 
and (2) similar data for civil court actions. Among findings were: an 
increase of 29% in the number of administratxve hearinc;s held during 
this F>«riod; educational placement issues were the most frequt;nt type 
of complaint; parents prevailed in all or part of about 43% of 
administrative decisions and civil action cases; and parents who were 
represented by attorneys accounted for 59% of the cases in which 
parents prevailed. Incomplete data concerning award of attorney fees 
suggests a significant increase in amount of attorney fees awarded, 
possibly related to 1986 passage of the Handicapped Children's 
Protection Act (Public Law 99-372) which authorized courts to award 
reasonable attorney fees to prevailing parents. A summary describes 
methodology and results in both narrative and graphic forms. Tables 
present detailed data for all states combined and for each state. 
Four appendixes provide additional data including a summary of 
requested data for all states and individual states and a listing of 
major contributors to the report. (DB) 
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The Handicapped Children's Protection Act of 1980 (P.L. 99-372) 
amended the F:ducati(m of the Handicapin-d Act (kha). Among other 
things, the 198() legislation authorized courts to award reasonable attor- 
ney fcH\s to parents •.. to prevail in administrative pnK-eedings or legal 
actions brought against state or l(H aI education agencies concerning edu- 
cation and related services for their handicapped children. The Congress 
took this action in resixinse to a 1984 Supreme &)urt decision that pro- 
hibited the award of attorney fees for kha proceedings when based upon 
the authority of othe?- statutes authorizing such ft»es. The C>)iirt held 
that attorney fees could be awarded for kha prociH*dings only if kha 
providcKl for such fees. ik>fore tijat decision, parents could seek reim- 
bursement for attorney fees under various other laws, such as the Reha- 
bilitation Act of 1973. 

The 1986 act also required (Jao to conduct a national .study of the impact 
of the law's attorney fcvs provision. In discussions with your offices, we 
agret^ to determine { 1 ) the numbtT of administrat ive decisions issued 
by hearing officers in administrative pnx'tHMiings for fiscal years 1984 
through 1988, ini'Iudi. ig information on the prevailing parties and kinds 
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of complaints, and (2) similar data for civil court actions, As roquinxi by 
Public Law 99-372, we providtni an interim briefing to your staffs in 
March 1988. A final briefing was providtd on September 22, 1989. This 
reix)rt summarizes the material prescmted in these briefings. 

To obtain the requested information, we surveyed the officios of the 
dirmors of s{KHnal education in the 50 states and the District of Colum- 
bia. For each of the five fiscal years ( 1 984-88) for which data were 
requested, we obtained information on ( I ) the numbiT of administrative 
hearings scheduled; (2) the number of administrative decisions issued by 
hearing officers; (3) how often parents prevailed in administrative hear- 
ings and whether they were represented by attorneys; (4) the kind and 
number of romplaints cited in written administrative hearing decisions; 
(5) the kind and number of complaints that were appeaUxl; and (6) the 
kind and number of complaints cited in civil action decisions and how 
often parents prevailed in such complaint^;. We also obtained available 
infon..ation on the total amount of attorney ftnvs paid by state or local 
education agencies to parent,s t)f handicapped children imder t he act 
{luring fiscal years 1987 and 1988. All t)f the state education agencies 
res[X)nded to our request for information. Apjx'ndix I jirovides summary 
inft)rmation, and ap[x»ndix II provides detaiknl data for each state. 



F.iiA, as amended, greatly expanded educational opportunities provided 
to handicapped children by rtKiuiring the states to provide a free imd 
appropriate public education for such children. Among other things, it 
provided that an administrative hearing can be held before an impart iai 
hearing officer in ciises where a school district and piirents cannot infor- 
mally agree on what sj>ecial education and/or n'lated services a handi- 
capjXHi child should receive. The state hearing officer's decision may be 
apfx'aled to a state or ftnleral court. 

Parent s of handicappK'd children may ch(K)St> to be represtuUed by an 
attorney during both administrative hearings and court prweedings. 
Parents can receive reimbursement from state or local education agen- 
cies for some or all of their attorney fees if they are the prevailing party 
in all or part of administrat ive hearings and/or court i>roc(H'dings. ik'v- 
eral kinds of complaints can be involved in administrative hearings or 
court actions. Typically, c-omplaints involve: whether a particular child 
is eligible under the act for service; whether the services the child 
rec-eives are appropriate; whether the child hiis bvvn plact^d in an appro- 
priate educational setting (for example, public or private facilities); 
whether the child needs relat(Ml services (such as trans|K)rtation and 
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physical therapy ); and pnu-cHlural issues tliat ini^ht hinder a ehiUi from 
receiving a free and appropriate e(iucati(»n. Administraiive hearinjis and 
court actions can often involve several complaints. 



Results in Brief 



Table 1: Summary of Selected Data for 

All States (Fiscal Years 1984 88) 



The number of administrative hearings scheduled Ixn-aust^ of disagrw- 
ments betwwn parentis and sch(K)I districts increased 29 ptTcent 
betwwn fiscal years 1984 and 1988. But the number of administrative 
decisions remained fairly txmstaiit; the number of civil action decisions 
rendertHl was too small to determine a trend. (StH' table 1.) Together, 
these data indicate a trend toward informal resolutitm of disputt^ 
between parents and sch<x)l districts. 

Fxiucational placement issues were the most frequent typc^ of complaint 
nmsidered in both administrative hearings and civil action cases. Ttie 
other types of complaints showed more variation in their relative fre- 
quency when comparing administrative hearings to civil actions. 



Action 


1984 


Fiscal years 
1985 1986 


1987 


1988 


Administrative actions: 












Administrative hearings scheduled 


2,649 


2.832 


3,110 


3,048 


3,426 


Administrative decisions by hearing officers 


1 665 


1 59? 


1.704 


1.522 


1.736 


Parents prevailed 


708 


699 


709 


668 


763 


Civil actions: 












Complaints 


94 


83 


93 


140 


73 


Decisions 


62 


57 


61 


78 


46 


Parents prevailed 


39 


44 


36 


57 


33 



Overall, parents prevaiUxl in all or part of alxnit 43 jH-rcent of tlie 
administrative decisions prepared by administrative hearing officei-s. 
and about 43 jKTcent of tlie complaint.s involved in civil action castas, 
during the 5-year peri(Kl. Parents who were repres<'nted by attorneys in 
administrative hearings accounted for 59 p<'rcent (»f the (•as<'s in which 
parentis prevailed. Since passage of the Handicap}H>d Children's Protec- 
tion Act, parents have increased their us<^ of attorneys in administrative 
hearings, though we cannot conclude that the increase resulted from the 
act. 
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Tho roiH)rtiHi amount of attorney fws awardod in t\\v states that have 
sueli information has not biH*n large, but it more t him doubkni from fis- 
cal year 1987 to 1988 (about $157,(KK) to about $387,000). However, 
alwut thriHMjuarters of the state edueaticin ajiencit*s did not maintain 
statewide information on the amoimt of attorney fivs awardeci to par- 
ents who pn^vailed in administrative hearings or court actions, Ii<*< ause 
they cover such a small jxirtion of the states, we believe the financial 
daUi we obtained fn>m state officials significantly understate state and 
local education agencies' actual annual expenditures for attorney fees 
awarded to parents. 



More Issues Being 
Settled Informally 



States reported that the number of administrative hearings scheduled 
between parentis and sch(K)l districts increased from 2,049 in fiscal year 
1984 to 3,426 in 1988 (29 percwt). Ikvause increiisc^ wcurred almost 
every year, it is unclear whether the increase can l>e attributixi to l^iblic 
Law 99-372's passiige in 1986. During the same 5-year period, adminis- 
trative decisions issued by hearing officers increa^sed by only 4 jK^rcent 
(from 1,0(>5 to 1,730), which would indicate that more disputes are 
being settled informally. The annual numbcT of civil action decisions 
diHiinixi from (52 in fiscal year 1984 to 46 in fiscal year if)88, after pt^ak- 
ing at 78 in fisr-al year 1987 



Issues Involved in 
Complaints Against 
School Districts 



TatMe 2: Types of Complaints Brought 
Against School Districts (fiscal Years 

1984^88) 



In both administrative liearings and court crises, disagret^ment over edu- 
cational placement was the most frequent subjwt of complaints in each 
of the five years studii*d. They accxnmted for alK)ut 38 permit of all 
disputes in both administrative hea/ings and civil actioas. The other 
tyi>es of complaints showed more variation in tlic^r relative frequency 
when comparing administrative hearings to civil actions, (See table 2,) 





Administrative hearinas 


Civil actions 


Complaint 


Number 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


Eligibility 


2,392 


22 


41 


8 


Appfopfiateness 


2,025 


18 


105 


22 


Related services 


1.141 


10 


37 


8 


Placement 


4.195 


38 


186 


38 


Procedural issues 


1,300 


12 


Ub 


24 


Total 


11,053 


100 


483 


100 
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Increased 
Representation by 
Attorneys 



Parents have U'conu' more likely to hire attorneys to represent their 
ehildren's interests in administrative hoarinjis. In 1988, 51 percent of all 
parentis whose eases were involvtxl in administrative det isions were rep- 
resented hy attorneys, as compared to about 48 ixTcent in each of the 
three preceding years and 41 p<3rc-ent in 1984. mKause the general trend 
hiis btvn upward, it is unclear whether the increase can be iLssoeiated 
with I»ublic Law 99-372's passage in 1980. 

Parentis were successful in a higher ^lercontage of their cases when they 
employed attorneys to represent them. Overall, for the 5-year ix-riod, 
parentis prevailed 43 {XTcent of the time in all or part of administrative 
hearing d(visi(ms, but of those parents who Win v successful, 59 iK'rcent 
had attornevs. 



Information on 
Attorney Fees 
Awarded Is 
Incomplete 



Most of the nation's state education agencies had no rwords of t lie 
amount of attorney ftvs awarded to parentis. Thus, we were un ible to 
fully gauge the Handicapped Children's PmtiTtion Act's impact on 
attorney U\' reimbursements. 

Thirteen states collected data on attorney fee awards in fist al year 
1987. Six of those states reiH)rtcd that they paid no attorney fws to 
parents; one state told us that attorney f(»e award data had Ixn-n col- 
lected but were not readily available. The other six states reix)rte<l that 
they and/or .sc1um)1 districts in their states had paid a total of $157,(HM) 
in such awards. For fiscal year 1988, 14 states collect txl attorney fee 
award data. Again, six states reporttni that they paid no attorney f(vs to 
parents, and one state re[Mirt<'d that data were not readily available. The 
other seven states paid a tcrtal of $387,()()0 in such fin's. 

The llandicapiHHiCliildren's Protection Act d<H's not r(H^uire states to 
••ollect information on such awards, and about thrw-quarteis of the 
states had no iufonnation on the amount of attorney fivs awanUxl, In 
the aggregate, those states reiK)rt(xi that parentis wliose cases were rvih 
resented by attorneys prevailed in all or part of 454 administrative de<i- 
sions and 19 complaints in court actions in fiscal year 1988. Pri'sumably, 
many of thos*' parents were awarded attorney fees, so tluit the actual 
amount paid to parents was likely fuuch higher than the data reported 
to us would indicate. 
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We are sc'nding copies of this re{K)i1 to other congressional committees, 
the Secretary of Education, the Director of the Office of Manas:ement 
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and ikidfjet, and the* state dirintors of sixvial I'ducation in tlu* 50 states 
iind the District of Cx)lumbia, We will also make cujpies av ailable to 
(It hers ujK)n nxjuest. If you have questions alnnit the information 
reported, please contact me at (202) 27r)-53()r). Other m^yor contributors 
to this report are listed in appendix IV, 




William J, Gainer 
Director, Education and 
Employment Issues 
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Special Education: The Attorney Fees Provision 
of Public Law 99-372 



Tho Confircs.s mactiHi thr Kdiu ation for All H;iiidicapiKHl Childnni Act 
(fM..94-142) in 1975. This le^tislation amendtxl part B of the Kducatiun 
of the HaiidicapfH'd Art (kha » and greatly expanded educational oppor- 
tunities provided to handicaptn^d children by requiring state and li>cal 
agencies rcsjx)nsible for tnlucating children to provide a fn*e and appro- 
priate public tniucation for all handicappcni children, including those in 
public or private institutions and other facilities. All 50 states and the 
District of Columbia riHeive federal sp<vial iniucation assistance and 
thus are covered by the legislation. Nearly 4.2 million handicapptxi stu- 
dents nn eived si^rvices \mder kha during s<.-hool year 1987-88, 

KUA, as amendixl, established a numbiT ot pnKTdural safeguards that all 
states receiving federal iissist;mce for the education of the handicapped 
must follow. These safeguards included the right*^ of parents to 
( 1 ) examine records relating to their child's ixJucation, (2) obtain an 
inde|K*ndent evaluation of the child, and (3) reivive written notice of 
any proi:K)stKl cluinges to t he vvay t he child is to be educauxl. The law 
also provides th it an administrative hearing can b^^ held before an 
impartial hearing officer in c;ls(\s where a schix)l district and parents 
cannot informally agrw on what special iniucation and/or related ser- 
vices a handicapjM^d child shtnild receive. Unless the unsuccessful party 
in an administrative liearing ap|x*als t he decision to a state or federal 
district court, the state hearing officer s written dt*cision is final 

In 1984. the Supreme (^ouit ailed in Smith v, Robinscm, 4r>8 U.S. 992, 
that parents who prevail in disputes under UIA could not recover attor- 
ney fcM\s uiuk'r any othcM* federal statute. The Court reasoned that if the 
(\)ngre.ss had intended for parents who prevail to b<* reimbursed for 
attorney fivs, it would have sfK»lled this out explicitly in the provisions 

of KHA. 

The Congrc»ss n»sponded to this Supreme Court ruling by enacting Public 
Law^ 99-372, the llandicapiKHi Children s Protectiim Act of 19S(). This 
legislation amench^d kiia by F)r(*viding for the reimbursement of attorney 
fees and other associated costs w hc*n parents prevail in aciniinistrative 

{hearings or coun pr(K'cc(iii;);s. 

Several tyjHvs of v ^lm plaints can ix* involved in administrative hearings 
or <'ourt actions. Th( se include issues involving a chikl s eligibility for 
S4*rvi< t», re( eipt of approi)riate service, pia(*ement in an appropriate edu- 
cational s(»tting. rc( eipt of n^iatiHl services needt*d for a handicapptKl 
( hild's education, and procedural issues that might hinder a child from 
receiving a tn\' and appn^priate education. 
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Provision of PubUr Law 99^72 



Parents of handicapped children may ch(H)se to be represented by an 
attorney during both administrative hearings and court proceedings. 
Parents can receive reimbursemt nt from state or local education agen- 
cies for some or all of their attorney fees and related expenst^s if they 
are the prevailing party in part or all of administrative hearings or court 
proceedings. Expeit witness fees, cost of tests or evaluations found to be 
necessary during the case, and a)urt cost's for services rendered during 
administrative and court proceedings are examples of reimbun>able 
expenses. 

To alleviate concerns that education funds would be ustxi for settling 
lawsuits instead of teaching handicapped children, the C/ongress 
included several safeguards in the act to minimize unncwssary litiga- 
tion. Among these safeguards are that 

only courts, not administrative hearing officers, are authorized to award 
fees, although the award can be the result of either an administrative 
decision or a court case; 

attorney fees are to be awarded actx)rding to rates prevailing in the com- 
munity in which the action or proceeding arose for the type and quality 
of services furnished; 

"bonuses" or "multipliers" traditionally used to increase attorney fees 
in cases that are particularly significant or when an attorney's work has 
been especially outstanding are not permitted; and 
parents generally are not eligible for reimbursement of attorney fet»s 
and costs after their rejection of a school system's offer if the relief 
finally obtained by the parents is not more favorable to the parents than 
the offer of settlement. 

The act also provided that courts can miuce awards if ( I ) the parent 
unreasonably protracted the controversy, or (2) the time spent and legal 
servict^ furnished were exclusive considering the circumstances of tht» 
cjise. 
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Figure 1: 



GAD Study Objectives: 
Nationwide Data 



Collect data on administrative 
hearings and civil actions: 

• Fiscal years 1 984-88 

• Prevailing party 

• Types of complaints 

• Attorney fees paid by state 
and local agencies 



Objectives, Scope, and 



I^ibiic Ia\w 99-372 requirt'd gao to conduct a study of thr impact of 
kha's attorney fws provisitjn. Specifically, the 198(5 law required us to 
Methodology repon on 

• the number of administrative decisions issued by hearing officers in 
administrative pn)a'edings for fiscal years 1984 through 1988, includ- 
ing information on the prevailing parties and types of complaints, in 
total and fori-ach state; 
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• tho numlxT of civil actions for fiscal years 1984 through 1988, including 
information on the prevailing parties and tyiK.,of complaints, in total 
and for each state; 

• t he amount of attorney fws and other costs awarded to prevailing par- 
ties, time spent by those involved in disputes, and expenses incurred by 
parent.s and educational agencies, from August 1986 through September 
1988, for a selecttnl sample of states; and 

• the experience of educational agencie:. a selected sample of states in 
resolving complaints informally from August 1986 through September 
1988. 

We providtHj an interim briefing to the staffs of the House Education 
ajid I ,abor Q)mmittee and ik?nate Labor and Human Resources Commit- 
tee in March 1988, as requirtni by the act. The briefing wvered fiscal 
years 1984-87 data received fn)m the 25 states that had responded to 
our request for information at the time. In view of the limited impact the 
attorney fws provision appeared to be having at the time of our March 
1988 briefing, the requesters' offices agreed to delay detailed field work 
in a selected sample of states for 1 or 2 years, but requested that we 
continue collecting fiscal years 1984-87 data from the remaining states 
and also collect similar data for fiscal year 1988 as required by the act. 

We also provided a final briefing to the staffs from the same committees 
on SeptembtT 22, 1989. At that briefing the requesters' offices agreed 
that there was no need for gao to do the additional derailed field work 
require i by the Handicapped Children's Protection Act. This briefing 
report summarizes the information obtained for the first two oarts of 
the numdatcd study and satisfies (jao's reporting requirement under 
Public Uiw 99-372. 
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(iAO Methodology 



Mail survey of all states 

Assistance from state special 
education directors 

Telephone survey of state 
officials to assess data 
qua ty 

Nationwide data for fiscal 
years 1 984-88 



o 
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To obtain thv information, we developed a questionnaire with the assis- 
tance of the National Association of State Directors of Special Educa- 
tion. We sent the questionnaires to the directors of special education for 
the 50 states and the District of Columbia. The data requested covered a 
r>- fiscal-year period (Oct. 1983 through Sept. 1988) and included 

• the number of administrative hearings scheduled; 

• the numlK'r of administrative decisions, how often parents prevailed, 
and whether they were re- <»sented by attorneys; 

• the type and numl>er of co . .plaints cited in administrative decisions and 
how frequently piirents prevailed in them; 
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t he kind and numlH»r of t omplainLs t hat were appealed; and 

the number of court decisions, including the type and number of com- 

phiint*; cited and how often parents prevailed in them. 

We also requested information on the amount of attorney fees paid 
under aiA in fiscal years 1987 and 1988. We did this to obtain some 
perspective on the availability of state data on attorney fees awarded 
and the amount of these awards. 

Further, we conducted a follow-up national telephone survey of the 
state directors to determine how the statt^s obtained the data they 
reported on administrative hearings and court cases, and their degree of 
confidence in the data's completeness. All 50 states and the District of 
Columbia r;?sponded to the telephone survey. The state directors were 
generally confident of the quality of the data provided to our office. 

We performed our data collection and analysis in two phases. We 
obtained the data for fis( al years 1984-87 from November 1987 through 
May 1988. I^etween January and July 1989, we followed up with a sec- 
ond questionnaire to obtain ( 1) the data for fiscal year 1988 and 
(2) information on attorney fee awards to parents for fiscal years 1987 
and 1988. 

We were unable to verify the information provided by the states 
because of time wnstrainti? except, as mentioned, to obtain their opin- 
ions about the quality of the data. Otherwise, we cx)nducted our work in 
accordance with generally accepted government auditing tandards. 
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Figures: 



GAO Overview of Findings 



• More issues being settled 
informally by parents and 
schools 

• Increased representation by 
attorneys in administrative 
hearings 

• Complete information on 
attorney fee awards 
unavailable from states 



With the exception of fiscal year 1987, the number of administrative 
hearings scheduled rose each year during the 5-year period, from 2,()49 
in 1984 to 3,426 in 1988, a 29-percent increase, Somewhat less than half 
of the overall increase has taken place since passage of the Handicapped 
Children's Protection Act of 1986. (See fig. 4.) Bi^cause the upward trend 
bi^gan before the enactment of Public Law 99-372, it is unclear whether 
the incrciise since the passage of the 198() act can be attributed to it. 



Tendency to Settle 
Disputes Informally 
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Figure 4: 



Administrative Hearings 
Scheduled and Decisions 




mmmm^ HeatTngs scheduled 
— Adm^strafive deciwons 



The number of administrative decisions issued by hearing officers was 
relatively stable over the 5-ycar period. Overall, there was a 4-percent 
increase, from 1,065 administrative decisions in fiscal year 1984 to 
1,736 in 1988, with somewhat less t han half of the increase oc curring 
since the act s passage. (See fig. 4.) Therc was considerable variation 
among the states, however, in the number of written administrative 
hearing decisions issued. For ex imple, they ranged from none in three 
statics — Kansas, Kentucky, and Nevada— to in New York in fiscal 
year 1988. Most states had 10 o. fewer administrative decisions. (See 
fig. 5.) 
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GAD Administrative Decisions in 
Each State (Fiscal Year 1 988) 




The number of administrative hearing dei isions that were appealed and 
resulted in decisions by civil courts averriged about 60 annually. Civil 
action decisions declined from (52(1 984 ) to 46 ( 1 988), after reaching a 
high of 78 in 1987, These numbers are so small cx)mpared to the number 
of administrative decisions that caution should be used in trying to dis- 
cern a trend in these data. 

Our analysis als<) shows that although both the number of administra- 
tive hearings scheduled and administrative decisions increased over the 
5-year period, administrative decisions as a percentage of scheduled 
hearings declined from (>3 pi^rcent in fiscal year 1984 to 51 percent in 
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1988. (See fig. 6.) This downward trend suggests that parentis and school 
districts increasingly have resolved disputes informally between the 
time administrative hearings are scheduled and the time they actually 
take place. 



Issues Involved in 
Administrative 
Decisions and 
Civil Actions 



Disagreements over educational placement were the most frequent sub- 
ject of complaints between parents and school districts in each of the 
five years we studied. Overall, they accounted for about 38 percent of 
all disputes in both administrative hearings and civil actions. The other 
categories of complaints varied in their relative frequency between 
administrative hearings and civ'l actions, (See fig. 7.) 
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Figure 7: 



GAO Issues in Administrative 
Hearings and Civil Actions 



45 ParofMofMltoiis 




Typ«t of eom^la^ (FVl 884-8^ 



In I'cnjiinction with congn^ssional staff and thv National Association of 
State Direilors of SjXTial Kducation, we <irvolo{HMi five catogoriosof 
complaints used in our survey of state siMX-ial education directors. They 
were: 

• Kligib ility and Identificat ion, This category included complaints i\m- 
ceming eligibility determination, disability determination, revaluation, 
iind handieapp(*d/nonhandicapped issues. 

• Appropriateness of Special Edu cational Si^rvices. This category' included 
issues relatixi to the nature, content, s<x)ix\ and extent 4)f instnu-tional 
services that the child r^xeives in the classr<H>m 
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^}1^3^^L^Ti^yS^ ^ catt'j^ory involvod complaints about scrvitxs 
rolatcni to a handicapped diild's ttiucat ion, such as transportation, sup- 
port services, medical and ccninselinil services, and physical therapy. 
Placement. This category included all complaints cona'rning where the 
c hiid is to be tnlucatt'd. Six'cific placement issues involve questions of 
the least restrictive educational environment, publi< or private school, 
residential or day programs, and imy changes in the child's educational 
setting. 

FnK'tHiural Issues. This category included administrative issues directy 
related to the child, such as lack of timely evahiations or delays in the 
child's placement. Also includeti were issues related to the due process 
priK'tHlure itself, such as delays in .scheduling a hearing, impartiality of 
hearing officers, and improfXT disclosures of evidence. 
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flf «o>n|itetnte (FY 1 



F^arents were the sucTessful piirties in about 13 jxTcent ol' all complaints 
in administrative hearings and civil actions over the Tvyear study 
period. Vear-Uvyear fluctuations were small. Parentj^' succt»ss rates 
varied with the kind of disagrt*ement they had with sc h(K>l districts. For 
example, parentis prevailed in about 55 {x^n^ent of the complaints in 
administrative hearings that involve d procedural issues but in only 32 
ptTcent of eligibility and identification i^ les, Differenct^s in parents' 
success rates among the categories of comphiints in civil action decisions 
werv less pronounccKl. (Set fig. 8.) 
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Figuro 9: 



Percent of Parents 
Represented by Attorneys 
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60 




1985 IMS 1B87 1906 

Fiscal years 



As nu-ntioficd prt'viou.sly, the number of written administrative liearing 
(ieiisions stayed fairly constant between fiscal years 1984 and 1988. 
(S^.\.' p. 19.) During the same period, Imwever, parents employed attor- 
neys with increasing frequency to reprt^sent them in disputes with 
s( h(K)l districts. The numbt^r of administrative hearings resulting in 
administrative decisions for which parents had attorneys incres^ed 
from ()8() of 1,6(55 (41 pt>rcent) in fiscal year 1984 to 932 of 1,736 
(54 jHTt ent) in 1988. ^kn ause the trend toward increased representation 
by attorneys began lx?fore passage of the Handicapped Children's Pro- 
tection Act of 1986, it is unclear whether tJie increase since then can be 
attributed t(» the act. (See fig. 9.) 
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Rgure 10: 



GAO Parents With Attorneys 
More Likely to Prevail 



Alkninfstrativo dodaions (por^nt) 
70 




^^^mm Parents prevailed wiiti aitomcyy 



Increased Probability 
of Success With 
Attorney 
Representation 



There was a noticeable difference in parents' success rates in adminis- 
trative hearings wlien they were represented by attorneys in their dis- 
putes with school districts The overall rate at which parents pre\ ailed 
in all or part of administrative decisions stayed relatively constant dur- 
ing t!;e 5-year period wc studied, ranging from 42 to 44 r)ercent annu- 
ally. But of thosi' parents who were successful in administrative 
decisions, 59 jx-rcent had attorneys. There was, however, considerable 
year-to-year fluduation (See fig. 10.) 
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Complete Information 
on Attorney Fee 
Awards Unavailable 



Table 3: Reported Attorney Fee Awards 

(Fiscal Years 1987 and 1988) 



The amount of attorney fiHis awarded since the passage of the Handi- 
capped Children's Protection Act of 1986 is fairly sr.iall, as reported to 
us by some state special education directors. However, the act does not 
require states to collect such information, and the great majority of 
statt^s had no data on the amount of attorney fees awarded. Thus, wo 
were unable to gauge the act's monetary impact and believe the state 
financial data we obtained significantly understate total annual expend- 
itures. (See table 3.) 



Fiscal year 

1987* 
1988^ 



Number of states 
ccMiecting data 

13 

14 



Attmney fees paid 

mm 



*Six of the 13 states that cdtected attorney fee data accounted for all reported attorney fees awarded. 
Of the ottier seven states, S)x reported that no attorney fees were awarded, and one reported that 
aliiKKjgh data had been collected, they were not readily available because of msufficieni staff to revww 
case ftles 

^Seven of the 14 states that collected attorney fee data accounted tor all reported attorney fees 
awarded Of the other seven states, six reported that no attorney fees were awarded, and one reported 
that altfx)ugh data had been collected, thiey were not readilv available because of insufficicnl staff to 
review case f/les 



Although 37 states did not collect data on attorney fet»s awarded, only 9 
of them reported that in fiscal year 1988 no parents were successful in 
administrative hearings or court attions. The other 28 states reported 
that parents prevailed in all or part of 454 administrative decisions for 
which they had attorney representation and 19 complaints in court deci- 
sions. I*resumably, attorney fees were awarded in many of these cases. 
Tlius, it is likely that the amount actually paid to parents is considera- 
bly higher than the amount reported to us. 

For example, in responding to our survey, Illinois reported that parents 
who were represented by attorneys prevailed in all or part of 72 admin- 
istrative hearings in fiscal year 1988. However, Illinois reported that it 
does not routinely collect information from the state's 91 special educa- 
tion districts on attorney fee awards, and the dollar amount of such 
awards was unknown. After responding to our survey, the state's spe- 
cial education due process coordinator informally canvassed the 91 spe- 
cial education districts at our request, to determine whether they had 
paid attorney fvcs to parents during fiscal year 1988 in connection with 
administrative decisions and/or civil actions under the Handicapped 
Children's Protection Act. Only three districts responded, but they 
reported paying a total of about $93,(KK). (The thrct> awards wen- 
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$2,500, $2(),2()(), and $7(),0(K).) These data are not included in the 
$387.()0{) reported in table 3 for fiscal year 1988. 
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Suiranary of Requested DatB for All States 



Ftscar years 



AcHon 


1984 


1985 


1986 


1M7 


1988 


Hearings scheduled 


2,649 


2,832 


3,110 


3,048 


3.426 


Administrative decisions 


1,665 


1,592 


1 ,704 


1 ,522 


1.736 


Civil action decisions 


62 


57 


61 


78 


' '46 


Complaints 'n administrative decisions/parents 
prevailed: 












Eligibility /identification 


408/135 


"427/164" 


' 526/161 " 


"453/140 


478/1^ 


Appropriate spec, ed svcs 


379/178 


379/135 


379/139 


363/156 


525/222 


Related services 


206/101 


205/110 


223/106 


204/101 


303/154 


Placement 


864/334 


777/319 


843/302 


770/295 " 


' 1041/423 


Procedural issues 


201/111 


190/105 


253/144 


181/93 


475/262 


Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed 












Eligibility/identification 


4/2 


10/5 


11/4 


11/7 


5/1 


A{;^opriate spec ed svcs 


25/7 


16/10 


18/6 


27/12 


19/10 


Related services 


" 4/3 


8/7 


6/1 


13/4 


6/0 


Placement 


35/14 


27/13 


36/15 


57/19 


30/15 


Procedural issues 


26/13" 


22/9 


22/10" ' 


'"'32/15 


13/7 


Do states collect data on attorney fees'^ 
(FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 








Yes/No/Unk 
13/36/2 


Yes/No 
14/37 


Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 








$156,719 


$386,903 
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Table n.l: Alabama 









Fiscal years 






Action 


i9a4 


1985 


1986 


1987 


1988 


Heanngs scheduled 


13 


17 


23 


18 


20 


Administrative decisions 


6 


5 


16" 


7 


5 


Civil action decisions 


0 


o" 


0 


0 




Complaints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed. 












Eligibility/identification 


i/d" 


4/0" 


" 1/1 


1/1 


3/1l 


Appropriate spec ed svcs 


4/0 


2/0 


4/1" 


4/2 


3/1 


Related services 


1/1 


0/0 


1/0 


0/0 


1/0 


Placernenl 


0/0 


1/1" 


9/9 


2/2 


3/0 


Procedural issues 


0/0 


0/0 


3/2 


2/1 


" "2/1 


Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed 












Eligibility/identification 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 ' 


0/0 


Appropriate spec ed svcs 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


1/1 


Related services 


6/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/d 


0/0 


Racement 


0/0 


6/0 ' 


0/0 


' " 0/0 


1/1 


Procedural issues 


0/0 


" ' 0/0 


0/0 


o/o" 


0/0 


Does state collect data on attorney fees'? {FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 








No 


No 


Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1 988 only) 








sunk 


~$Unl< 
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B«^e«t«4 Data for Iiidl\ idual StAteh 



TMtoll^Alatlia 



Actfon 



Racal years 



Heaitig^ scheduled 



AcfrTwistrative decisions 
CtvM action ctedsions 

Ccwnyrfttnts in ^Imim strative decisions/parents prevailed 
EfigtoKity/ktentifica tion 
^^yqyiate spec ed sv cs 
Related sermes 



f^^ment 



Procedural issues 



CofTylaints in dvit actions /parents prevailed 
E^ibtlity/identificat fon 
Apprqyiate spec e d, svcs 
Retat^ services 



Pt^ement 



PwwkifBl issues 



Does state collect data on attorn ey fees';^ (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 
Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 198« only) 



1984 


19«S 


1986 




1988 


0 


0 


3 


0 


2 




0 


3" 


0 


'2 


0 


0 


" ' 0 




0 


0/0 


0/0 ' 


2/0 


o/o 


O/O 


0/0 


0/0 




0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


'"o/o" 


6/0 " " 




0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


2/0 


' 0/0 


OA) 


0/0 


6/0 


6/6 


0/0 


0/0 


~0,Xi 


0/0 


o/o 


0/0 


0/0 


0/b 


o/o 


o/b 


0/0 


0/0 


o/o' 


0/0 


" 0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


" 0/0 " 


6/0 


0/0 


0/0 " 


" ' "o/o 


0/0 


" " 0/0 


0/6 








Yes 


Yes 








$0 


$6 
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Tat^ fK3: Arizona 



Action 

Heari ngs scheduled 
Administrative decisions 
Civil action deas^ons 



1964 

10 



Comptaints m adnimistrative decsions/parents prevailed 

Eligibility/identification 
^Appropriate spec ed svcs 

Related services 

Placement 



Procedural issues 



Compjaintsjn civil actions/parents prevailed 

Elig ibility/Kjentification 

Appr opriate spec ed svcs 

Related services 

Placement 

Procedural issues 
Does state collect data on attorney fees'? <FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 
Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987~& 1988 only) 



1d85 

7 



Fisca l yeara 



1986 

4 



1987 

2 



8 


6 


4 


2 


' 0 


0 


1 


0 


2/0 


1/0 


0/0 


2/6 


0/0 


0/0 


2/1 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


6/0 


5/1 


3/1 


2/0 


0/0 


yo" 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/b 


0/0 


' " 0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


1/1 


6/6 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


~ 0/0 








Yes 








$0 



4 



10/7 
9/5 

14/6 
13/9 

0/0 
0/0 
Q/0 
0/0 
0/0 
Yes 
" $0 
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*!«<que«t«l Data for Individual States 



Tabto 11.4: Arkansas 



Action 



ftearings sc hedul ed 
Mminjstrative decisions 



Civil action decisions 



Complaints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed: 
EHgitJility/identification 



Appropriate spec ed svcs 



Related services 
Placement 



Procedural issues 



Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed 
Eligilsility/identification 



Approf^iate spec ed svcs 



Related services 
Placement 
Procedural issues 



Does state collect data on attorney fees'' {FYs 1987 & 1988 
only) 

Attt ey fees awarded (FYs" 1 ^7~& 1 98a~on!y) 



1984 

1 
1 

0 

6/0 
6/0 

0/0 

1/1 

0/0 

0/0 
0/0 

0/b 

0/0 
0/0 



1985 

6 
6 
0 

■""I/O" 

1/6 

0/0 
4/2 

0/0 

0/0 
0/0 

" o7q" 

0/0 
0/0 



Fiscal years 



1986 

~ 4 
4 



0/0 

"6/0 
1/1 

3/1 
0/0 

0/0 

b/0 

1/0 

b/0 

0/0 



1987 

2 
2 

b 

2/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 

0/0 

0/0 

0/0 
0/0 

Yes 
$8,843 



1988 

23 
4 

6 

2/1 
2/0 
1/0 
2/2 
0/0 

6/6 

0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 

Yes 

$6 
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Admirestrative decfstons 



Comt^aints m administrative ctedsions/pare nts prevailed 
EMgtoiWty/ktentffication ~ 



Approprote spec, ed. svcs. 

R^ted sen^ices 

Placement 



Procedi^ rssues 



Comf^ints in civit actions/parents prevaile d : 
E}fgft^ity/identificatk>n 



Appfopriate spec, ed. svcs 

fleteted services 

Racement 



Procedural issues 



Does state ct^t data on attorney fees? {FYs 1 96 7 & 1988 only) 
Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1M7 & 1988 only) 



1984 


1985 


1986 


i<ia7 


I90B 


129 


158 


176 






53 


78 


64 






2 


" 4 


- 


0 




"~7/4 


"l2/.i 


12/6 


8/5 


{0/3 


9/4 


12/9 


"a/I 


2/0 


5/0 




' 17/9' 


1778 


25/9" 


11/6 


35/15 


" 49/26 


34/11 


" 37/20 ' 


25/10 


" 19/9 


24/11 " 


^""32/l"6 


" "'28/15' " 


26/14 


0/0 


""^ VI 


0/6"' " 


1/1 


'1/1 


0/0 


1/1 


0/b 


0/0 " 


0/0 


o/o"'' 


1/1 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 




3/3 


2/0" 


3/2 


4/4 


2/1 


" "3/3 


1/0 


2/1 


1/1 








Yes 


Yes 








$33,698 


$81,500 
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TMUdiU: Colorado 



Actlwi 



Fiscal years 



Hoarings «;hecKiled 
Adn^trative decisions 
CMI action decisions 



CofT^^aints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed 
EN^biKty/identification 



Appr<^>riate spec ed, svcs. 



Ratated services 

Placement 

Procedural issues 
Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed 
Eligibility/ittentihcation 



Aii^xx^xtate sf^. ed svcs 



Related service s 

Placement 

Procedural issues 
Does state cotiec t data on attorney fees? (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 
Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 



^984 

-y 

o" 

"2/2" 

_b/d 

5/2" 
0/0 

0/0 

" 0/0 

""'o/o' 

0/0 



1965 

"5 

" vi 
"" 0/0 
0/0" 
"5/2 
0/0 

' 0/0" 
'" 0/0 
"0/0 
0/0 
0/0 



i98e 

"5 
4 

0/0 
2/6 
^0/0 
2/2 
0/0 

0/0 

0/b 
0/0" 

0/0 

0/0 



1987 

7 
'8 
0 

0/0 

0/0 
0/0 
8/5 
OfO 

"o/o" 

0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
Yes 
$0 



" 3 
' 0 

0/0 

1/1 

0/0 
2/0 
0/5 

0/6 
6/b 
6/0 
6/0 

Yes 

$6 
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Requested I^ta f<H- Individoal SutM 



Tebie 11.7: CcHinecticut 



Action 

Hearings scheduled 
Administrative decisions 
CivH action decisions 

^^niplaints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed; 
^Eligibility/identif tcatfon 

Apprc^riate spec ed svcs 

Related services 

Placement 



Procedural issues 
Complaints in civH actions/parents prevailed 

^ligibility/fdentif fcatfon 

Appropriate spec ed s vcs 

Related services " 

Placement 

Procedural issues 
Does stafe collect data on attorney fees'^ {FYs 1^7 & 1988 only) 
Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 &"l 988 only) " 



Fiscal years 


1984 


1985 


1988 


1987 


" 65 


49 


""'178 


' (62' 


35 


24 


"_ " 39 " 


" 34 


- 2" 


2 






1/0 


3/2 " " 


" 2/0 ~ 


"l/1 


9/6" 


11/7 


20/9' 


21/9' 




1/0 


4/1 


" '7/3 


18/5 


7/3 


9/2"' 


3/6 


"5/2 


2/2 


/ " 'l/1^ ^ 




0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


' b/0 


0/0 


0/0 


1/1"' 


o/o 


n/0 


0/0 


" 0/0 


b/0 


2/2 


1/1"' 


"o/6 " 


"i/i" 


0/0 


1/0 


0/0 


0/0 








No 








" sunk 



"201 



40 



J/1 
13/8 



3/1 

je/io 

10/2 



O/Q 
0/0 
0/0 



0/0 



0/0 



No 



$Unk 
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Reqa^dtfd DstA for Individual HUU-v 



TaMs 11.8: Dtfiawara 



Action 



Fiscal jfe afs 



H^mgs scheduled 
AcfcTiffwstrattve cteK;isior s 
CM ^tion decisions 

Compiai nts in administrattve decisions/parents prevailed 
ENgit^ity/identification 



Afyfo ywite spec ed svcs 
Related services 
Placement 



Procedural issues 



Cwplaints in civil actions/parents prevailed 
Eligibiiity/identiftcation 



Af^O{Xiate spec ed svcs 



Related services 
Placement 



Procedural issues 



1984 

3 

T 
2 

0/0 

1/1 
" 0/0 
0/0 
0/0 

0/0 " 
" 0 /0 
0/0 
2/0 
0/0 



1985 

1 

0 
1 



0/0 
0/0 
0/0 

1/1 

0/0 



0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
1/0 



1986 

1 

0 
0 

0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 

0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 



Does state collect data on attorney fees'' (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 
Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1 987 & 1 988 only) 



1987 

1 
1 
1 

0/0 
0/0 
0/0 

1/1 

0/0 

0/0 
0/0 

0/0 
0/0 

1/1 

No 
sunk 



6 
1 

0 

1/0 
0/0 

0/6 

0/0 
0/0 

0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
n/0 
No 
$0 
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Srquesu^ DsU for IndivldiiAl HiAt^ 



Table 11.9: Dlsfertct of Coiufnbia 



Actten 

Hearings scheduled 
Administrate ^ :lectsfOns 
Civil acUor\ decisions 

Conii^aints in admmislratjve dectsions/parents prevatled 

Eligibitity/fdentification 

Appropriate spec ed svcs 

Related services 

Placement 

Procedural issues 
Complaints in ci\ if actions/parents prevailed 

Eligibility/identification 
^propriate spec ed svcs 

Related services 

Placement 

Procedural issues 
Ctoes state cdiect data on attorney fees^ (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 
Attorney fees a warded {FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 



_ . _ Fiscal years 


1984 


198S 


1988 


1987 


1988 


151 


292 


231 


155' 


247 


69 


118 ' 


117 


80 


171 


- 2 


4 


8 


14 


~3 


42/21 


81/45 


113/50 


76/36 


19/18 


23/11 


38/19 " 


47/19 


25/8 


56/50 


22/11 


"^3/15 


2i/11 


21/8 


" '26/24 


"7/4 


VI 


25/11 


17/7 


50/48 


9/5 


8/4 


9/5 


15/3 


114/108 


0/0 ' 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


o/d 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/1 


4/l' " 


8/5 


13/6 


5/2 


b/0 


0/0 


0/0 


1/0 " 


1/0 








No 


No 








sunk " 


sunk 
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R^u«>^tfKl Data for ItultvidtiAl Stat«^ 



IMMolUtkRofkIa 



Actton 

Hoari ngs scheduled 
Admmistfatfve decisions 
Civi) action decisions 

C(MT^}laints in Klmimstrative decisions/parents prevailed 
Efigibjiity/identification 



Ai^opriate spec ed svcs 



Related services 
Placement 
Procedural issues 



CwTiplaints in civil actions/parenls prevailed 
Eligibility/identification 
Appropriate spec ed svcs 
Related services 
Placernent 



Procedural issues 



1984 

53 
15 
1 

10/0 

vo 

1/0 
4/0 
0/0 

0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
1/0 
1/0 



1985 

39 
16 
1 

1/0 
1/1 
0/0 
12/1 
2/1 

0/0 
0/0 
0/0 

1/1 

0/0 



Fiscal Y9Br9 
1986 

23 
13 
0 

6/0 
2/1 
0/0 
8/1 
2/0 

0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 



Drosstate collect data on attorney fees'' (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 
Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 



198/ 

10 



?/o 

4'1 

?/0 
6/1 
1/1 

0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
2/0 
1/0 
No 
sunk 



1988 

49 

15 
1 

7/0 
1/0 
1/0 
6/2 
0/0 

0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
1/0 
0/0 
No 
$Unk 
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R^ursUHl Dau tor Indi\iduaJ fUntm 



Aetinn 

Hearings schneduied 
Adm^nislrative decisions 
Civil action decisions 

Complaints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed 
EHgibility/identification 
Appropfiare spec ed svcs 
Reiat^ services 
Placement 
Procedural issues 



prevailed 



Complaints in civil actions/" 
^ Fligibility/identification 

Appropnate spec ed svcs 

Related services 

Placement 

Procedural issues 
Does state coTlec^ data on attorney fees'? (FVs 1987 & 1988 only) 
Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 



1984 


1985 


1^6 


1987 




54 


43 


68 




Of 


31 


97 


A'X 
HO 


Si 


19 


0 


o" 


0 


0 


0 


10/3 


" 3/1 


8/0 


8/0 


4/0 


5/1 


17/1 


14/5 


20/3 


' 4/0 


2/1 


6/2 


6/0 


4/i - 


0/0 




17/4 


22/4 


26/6 




0/0 




9/2 


2/0 


12/1 


0/d 


' ' 0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


' ^ 0/0 


0/0 ' 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 




0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 








No ' 


" ~No 








Sunk 


kjnk 
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B^qaested D^ta for Individual States 



We 11.12: Hawaii 



Action 


1984 


19SS 


19M 


1987 


1988 


tarings scfreduled 


5 


7 


3 


16 


21 


Administrative decisions 


5 - - 


6 


3 


12 


9 


Civil Mtion decisions 


1 


2 


0 


1 


1 


Comi^ints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed: 












Eligibility/identification 


1/1 


1/0 


1/0 


8/0 


4/1 


A]:^c^riate spec. ed. svcs. 


2/2 


5/3 


2/2 


10/2 


5/1 


Related services 


0/0 


1/0 


2/2 


2/1 


0/0 


Racenwnt 




1/0 


0/0 


5/2 


4/3 


Procediiral issues 


'o/o 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


Comf^ints in civil actions/parents prevailed; 












Eligtoility/identification 


"b/o'~"" 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


Apf»'opriate spec ed. svcs 


1/1 " 


2/2 


0/0 


1/1 


1/1 


Related services 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


Placement 


"o/o 


0 /0 " 


0/0 


1/1 


1/1 


Procedural issues 


b/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


Does state collect oata on attorney fees'? {FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 








Yes 


Yes 


Attorney fees awprded (FYs 1^7 & 1^ only) 








$23,127 


$95,656 
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Requ«>(iu>d Data for In<li\idual Sutra 



Tabto 11.13: Idaho 



Acton 

Hearings scheduled 
Administrative decisions 
Ovil action decisions 

Complaints m administrative decisions/parents prevailed 
Eligibility/identification 



^propriate spec ed. svcs 



Related services 
Placement 



Procedural issues 



Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed 
Eligibility/identification 
Ap^^nate spec ed svcs 
Related services 
Placement 
Procedural issues 



Does state collect data on attorney fees'? (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 
Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & ^988 only) 



1984 

3 

' 3 
O" 

0/0 
3/0 

0/b 

1/0 

0/0 " 

0/0 
0/0 

o/o" 
"o/b 

0/0 



Fiscal years 



1985 

1 
1 
2 

0/0 

yo" 

0/0 
" 0/0 
0/0 

0/0 
2/1 " 
0/0 

o/o" 

0/0 



1986 

0 
0 

' 0 

" 0/0 
C/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 

" 0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 

" 0/0 



1987 

2 

2 
0 

0/0 
2/0 

2/2" 
0/0 
0/0 

0/0 
0/0 

"o/o 

0/(3 
0/0 
Yes 
$0 



1988 

_? 
2 

I? 
0/0 

b/0 

2/2 
0/0 

0/6 

0/0 

q/0 

0/0 
' 0/0 
Yes 
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Requested Data for Individual Stat<?N 



T)iM0il.14:iMnols 



Fiscal years. 



Action 


1984 


1985 


1986 


1987 


1988 


Hearings scheduled 


410 


463 


421 ' 


453 


462 


Administrative decisions 


248 


230 ' 


"""236 


210 


214 


Ovfl action decisions 


15 


7 


■ 6 ' 


7 ' 


1 


CofTiplaints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed 












EligitMlity/ictentification 


18/7 


28/23 


PR /in 


25/9 


101/33 


/^:^yqxiate spec ed svcs 


71/39 


70/38 


44/12 


56/20 


137/46 


Related services 


9/1 


16/9 


17/5 


23/10 


84/19 


Raiment 


108/48 


89/60 " 


128/49 


88/34 


147/57 


Pro<»dural issues 


' "42/22 


27/12 


22/12 


18/7 


170/65 


CoDplaints in civil actions/parents prevailed 












EI»git)ility/identification 


0/0 


0/0 


1/0" 


0/0 


0/0 


Appropriate spec. ed. svcs 


5/1 


0/0 


3/0 


2/1 


" d/0 


Related services 


1/1 


4/1 


1/0 


1/0 


1/0 


Placement 


8/4 


3/1 


4/3 


5/1 


O/O 


Procedural issues 


8/4 


2/2 


2/1 


4/0 


0/0 


Does state collect data on attorney fees^ 












(FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 








No 


No 


Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 








$Unk 


$Unk 
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R^iuestn] Data for Indivklual St«t«« 



11.15: Indiana 



Actten 

Hearings scheduled 



Administrative decisions 
Civil action decisions 

Complaints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed 
Eligibility/identification 



Appropriate spec ed svcs 
Related services 



Placement 



1984 

18 
8 

1 

4/'' 

■ ; 0/-' 

e/-" 

_ _ 0/" 

Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed 

Eligibility/identification 1 /O 

Appropriate spec, ed svcs 0/0 

Related services 0/0 

Placement 0/0 

Procedural issues 0/0 

Does state collect data on attorney fees? {FY3 1987 & 1988 only) 

Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 



Rscal years 



Procedural issues 



1985 

30 
22 

' 1 



2/" 
■4/.. 

%r 

16/'' 

0/^ 

0/0 " 
vo 
0/0 
0/0 

0/0 



1986 

52 
21 
1 

■ 11/'' 
3/^ 

1 7r 
or 

1/0 

"0/0 

0/0 
0/0 

0/0 



1987 

57 
28 

r 

14/'* 

" 17/« 
3/'' 
22/^ 

0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
1/0 
0/0 
No 
$Unk 



1988 

34 

_27 
2 



4/» 

\0f 
0^ 

10/° 

0/0 
VO 
0/0 
vo 
0/0 
No 
$Ufik 



''Not avattable 
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Requested I>ata far Individual States 



TMe 11.16: Iowa 



Action 



Htetrings scheduled 
Administrative decisions 
Civil action deasions 



Com|[^aints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed 
EHgitMlity/identification 



Apfxopriate spec ed svcs 



Rdated services 
Placement 



Procedural issues 



Comp laints in civtl actions/parents prevailed; 
Eligibility/KJenttfication 
Appropriate spec ed svcs 



Related services 



Place ment 
Procedural issues 



Does Plate collect data on attorney fees'? 
(FYs 1 987 & 1988 only) 

Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 



1984 

4 
4 

0 

0/0 
4/3 
4/3 
4/3 
0/0 

■~o/o 

0/0 

0/0 
0/0 
0/0 



1985 

5 

5' 

0 

4/0 
2/2 
2/0 
0/0 

0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 



Fiscal years 
1986 

11 
1l" 
0 



1/1 
11/3 
'■'5/l"' 
10/2 

0/0 

0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 



1987 

7 

' 7 
4 

2/r 

5/3 
VO 
4/3 

3/2 

0/0 
10/0 

4/0 
10/0 

0/0 

Yes 
$0 



1988 

13 
13 

■ 3 

8/3 
7/6 
6/5 
6/3 

__7/4 

0/0 
3/0 
3/0 
3/0 
0/0 

Yes 

$27,128 
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TMtolM7:Kafmat 



Rscal years 



Actfon 


1984 


1985 


1986 


Hearings 8ct>eduiecl 


3 


7 


10 


Admintstrative dectsions 


3 


7 


"g 


Civil action dedsimis 


0 


1 


1 


Compteunts r> administrative decisions/parents prevailed; 








Eii^t^Hty/identification 


0/0 


i/0" 


~' 5/2 ' 


Appropriate spec. ed. svca. 


o/o'~ 


0/0 


2/2 


Related services 


0/0 


1/0 


1/1 


Placenr^t 


3/1 


4/2 


9/3 


Procedural issues 


1/0 


0/0 


o/o" 


Comj^nts in civil actions/parents prevailed: 








Eiig^'lity/tdentification 


0/0 


0/0 ' 


■ i/o~ ■ 


Af:^)ropriate spec ed. svcs. 


0/0 


OA) 


" 'o/o 


Related services 


0/0 


0/0 


O/O 


Piacerrrent 


0/0 


1/1 


"I/O' 


Procedural issues 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 



Does state collect data on attorney fees';^ (FYs I SC? & 1^ only) 
Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 



1987 


1988 


5 


0 


5 


0 


'o 


0 


6/0 


0/0 


0/0 


" 0/0 


0/0 


0/D 


5/3' 


0/0 


1/0 ■ " 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


6/0 


"o/o 


0/0 


1/0 


0/0 


o/o' 


0/0 


" No 


No 


$Unk 


"" $0 
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Requested I^Ca for bclividual Suue« 




TWa 11.18: Kentucky 



Fiscal years 



Actfdi 




1 


1 voo 


1 Mr 


4 AAA 

19BB 


Hoarings scheduled 


Q 

O 




■ifi 
ID 


Id 


o 
O 


Admrnistrative decisions 


7 


7 


7 


6 


0 

V/ 


CIvii action decisions 


0 


0 


1 


0 


.._ 


Comj^'nts in flKlministrative decisions/parents prevailed: 












Elig^lity/identification 


3/3 


1/1 


5/3" 


vo 


0/0 


Appropriate spec ed svcs 


5/5 


1/1 


4/4 


3/0 


0/0 


Related services 


2/1 


1/1 


3/1 


1/0 


d/0 


Racement 


7/4 


6/2 


6/3 


1/0~ 


0/0 


Procedural issues 


1/1 


2/2 


b/6 


0/0 


0/0 


Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed: 












EligitJiHty/tdentification 


0/0 


~d/6 




0/0 


0/6 


Ap^opn'ate sji^c. ed svcs 


0/0 


0/0 


In" 


0/0 


" "b/o 


Related services 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


" '6/0 


0/0 


Placement 


0/0 


O/O 


0/0 


0/0 


"o/o 


Procedural issues 


0/0 


0/6 " 


0/b 


0/0 


b/o 


Does state collect data on attorney fees'^^ (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 








No 


No 


Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 








$0 " 
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Revested Data for IndivMual States 



Tabto li.19: Louisiana 



Action 

Hearings sc heduled 
Administrative decisions 
Civil action decisions 

Complaints in a dnninistrative decisions/parents prevailed 
E ligitMlity/ identification 
Appropnate spec ed. svcs 



Related services 
^ Placement 

Procedural issues 
Complaints \n civil actions/parents prevaded 

Eligibility/identification 

Appropnate spec ed svcs 

Related services 

Placement 



Procedural issues 
Doe s state collect data on attorney fees'^ {FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 
Attorney fees awarded {FYs 1 987 & 1 988 only) 



Rscal years 


1984 


1985 


1986 


1987 


1988 


■ 4 ■■ ■ 


- -2 


12 


18 


2 


"4 


0 


12 


'17 


1 


0 ' 


""0 


_ 0 


1 


1? 


" 1/1 ' " 


"'~ 0/b 


2/1 


1/d" 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


3/2 


3/1 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


2/0 


2/2 


0/0 


3/0 


0/0 


" 7/d' 


13/4 


1/0 


0/0 


0/0 


" 0/0 


'2/2 


0/0 


0/0 


d/o ' 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 " 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


" 0/0 ' 


0/0 


0/0 


' 0/0 


0/0 


0/d 


0/0 


"o/o 


0/0 


d/o 


0/0 


d/o 


6/6' 


0/0 


0/0 








Unk 


No 








$Unk 


$0 
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R^Uf*fit#d Data for Indi\idual Static 



IMIe 11.20: Maine 



iscal years 



Actiofi 


1984 


1985 


1986 


1987 


1988 


Hearings scheduled 


15 


31 


44 


43 


38 


AdhTtinistrative deci >tons 


4 


9 ' ' 


" "ie' 


11 


12 


Civil action decisions 


u 


u 


U 


u 


1 


Complaints in administrative decisions/pafents prevailed 












Eligibility/identification 


1/0 


2/1 


5/4 


4/2 


1/1 


Aj:^)fC^nate spec ed svcs 


2/1 


6/4 


13/10 


8/6 


8/1 


Related services 


1/0 ■ 


'4/4 " " 


" 3/1 


2/2 


4/1 


Placement 




■ '3/2 


8/2 


4/3 


9/1 


Procedural issues 




0/0 


1/1' 


0/0 


1/b 


Complaints in civil acttons/parents prevailed 












Eiigibility/identificatton 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


1/0 


Appropriate spec ed svcs 


0/0 


0/0 ' 


0/0 


0/0 


1/0 


Related services 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/b 


Placement 


0/0 


"0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


1/0 


Procedural issues 


0/0 


0/0" 


0/0"' 


0/0 


0/0 


Does state collect data on attorney fees'^ (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 








Yes 


Yes 


Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 








$44,833' 


$113,347^ 



'Amount ot attorney fees includes school districts costs foi <!rhoo( altorncys State education agency 
nad insufticient information available to separate attorney costs fof b'^hool districts and parents 
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Table 11^1: Mary tami 

Action 

Hearings scheduled 
Administrative decisions 
Civil action densions 

Complaints in administratfve decisions/parents prevailed 
^ Eligibility/identification 

Af^opnate spec ed svcs 

Related services 

Placement 

Procedural issues 
Complaints m civil actions/parents prevailed 

Eligibility/KJentification 

Appropnate spec ed svcs 

Related services 

Placement 

Procedural issues 
C^s state collect data on attorney fees'^ (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 
Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only} 



1984 


1985 


1986 


1987 


1988 


146 


162 


162 


130 


233 


99 


120 


127 


80 


65 


1 


1 


2 


3 


'2 


9/3 


" ' 15/5 


20/6 


10/5 


8/3 


17/8 


16/10 


29/18 


23/13 


11/1 


9/4 


" 5/1 


"'15/9" 


5/3 


10/4 


61/25 


59/25 


45/18 


37/8 


53714 


18/11 


38/26 


50/35 


24/14 


11/7 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 " 


0/0 


0/0 


6/6 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


1/0 


" ■ 1/1 


2/0 


3/0 


2/0 


0/0 


0/0 


VO 




0/6 








Yes 


"Ves 








$41,718 


$45.r88 
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UJ22: MassachtiMtts 



Fiscal jf ears 



Action 


1984 


1985 


1986 


1987 


1988 


H^ngs scheduled 


285 " 


306 


308 


373 


374 


Administrative decistons 


... _ 


" 90' 


52 


24 


51 


Civil action decisions 


0 


^ 3' 


3 


1 


1 


Complaints in administrattve decisions/parents prevat(ec) 












Eligibility/identificalion 


0/d 


5/4 


2/1 " "■ 


0/0 


■ 7/2 


Ap^ophate spec ed. svcs 


' 17/4 


26/18 


10/2 


0/0 


28/15 


Related services 


36/10 


19/14 


12/10' 


0/0 


5/4 


Placement 


" 9/7 


62/37 ■ 


29/15 


23/13 


'33/17 


Procedural issues 


3/3 


5/3 


13/8 


0/0 


15/9 


Complaints tn c»vtl actions/parents prevailed 












Eligibility/tdentificatton 


0/d 


3/0 " " 


6/0 


0/0 " 


1/6 


Appropriate spec ed svcs 


' 6/0 


0/2 


2/1 


1/1 


1/1 


Related services 


' 0/0 


6/2 


6/0 


0/0 


0/0 


Placement 


d/6 " 


3/1 


2/1 


" 1/1 


' 0 /0 


Procedural issues 


o/o 


1/1 


1/0 


0/0 


V1 


Does state collect data on attorney lees'^ (FYs i987 & 1988 only) 








No 


No 


Attorney fees awarded {FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 








sunk 


sunk 
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TViMe 11^- Michtg^n 



Action 

Htearings s cheduted " 
Admin istrative decisions 
Civil actkm decisions 

Comf^ints i n administrative decisions/parents prevailed 
ENgibiJity/ fdentification 
Appyopfiate spec ed svcs 
Related services 



Racement 



Pr«x:edural issues 



Conrrplaints in civil actions/parents prevailed 
Eligibility/identification 

Appropriate spec ed svcs 

Related services 

Placement 

Procedural issues 



1984 

16 " 

A 

' "b/o' 



198S 

J1 
' 30 

8 

0/0 " 



Fiscal yeafs 



1986 

ir 

"29^ 

■ (J 

13/"' 

'O/O ' 



Does state collect data on attorney fees^ (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 
Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 



1987 

8 

22 
0 

3/" 
A/' 

a 

ii/-< 
0/0 



No 
$Unk 



1988 

26 

24 

_. 

4/» 

8/" 

a 

6/" 



No 
sunk 



"Not available 
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BequestMl Data for Individual StAten 



Teblg H.24; IWimesota 

Fiscal years 

Action 1984 1985 ^""^^ 198a 

H^rin gsscheduted 3 7 ^1 _ _ _ 

At^ini-^irative decistons 1 5 2 7 

Civrt actron decisions 0 0 9. 

Cwnpteints in adrrnnistrative decistons/parents prevailed _ ____ _ 

Eligibility/id entifiMrion ' " " 0/6 - - ^^T^""^ 2A)_ 2/1 

AppfcynateTspec ed. svcs _ _ ____^_. _ ^'^ _ P/^ 

~Reiati^^rvi ces 0/0 " " 0/0 " " ' " 0/0 i/l' ' " 6/0 

Race ment " " _0/0" ' " " 2/0 ' J ' /'270 _ .5^ , VI" 

PfOceduTpl issues 0/0 " 0/0 " " "o/l""^ 0/0 

Cwnplaints in ctvil acliof.s/parents prevailed _ , ^ 

Eligib tNty/idwtificaton"" 7"""^ 0/0 _ 0/0 _ _0/0 1/1 _ _ 0/0 

Approp^^le spec ed s vcs ~ 0/0 0/0_ _ _ 

Related se fvices ' 0/0 0/0 ' ZJ^/oJ "„7_7 " „ 0/0 

Ptecement " ' " ' 0/0 ' "o/O 0/0 6/0 "~ """ 0/0 

Pfoce dufal issues " " ' " 6/0 " " b/d" ""_ " O/O" ' ' " " 6/0 0/0 

Doe«5 stare~coliect data on atiorney fees^ (FYs 1967 & 1968 only) No . ^ 

Attorney Tees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1^ only) $Unk $Unk 



f 
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TlBMa 11.26: Mississippi 



Action 

Hearings scheduled 
Administrative decisions 
Civil action decisions 

Complaints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed 

Eltgtbility/identif ication 

Appropriate spec ed avcs 

Related services 

Placement 

Procedural issues 
Complaints in civd actio i$/parents prevailed 

Eligibility/identification 

Appropriate spec ed svcs 

Related services 

Placement 

Procedural issues 
Does state collect data on attorney fees^ (FYs 1987 & i988 only) 
Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 



1984 

8 
8 
2 

1/1 

0/0 
0/0 
6/0 
2/1 

0/0 
0/0 

0/0 
2/2 
0/0 



1985 

8 
8 
1 

0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
8/2 
0/0 

on 

0/0 
0/0 

V1 

0/0 



Fiscal ye ars 
1986 

10 
"lO 
0 

0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
7/2 
4/1 

0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 



1987 

5 
5 
0 

0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
5/1 

0/0 

0/0 
G/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
No 
$Unk 



1988 

15 

' " "4 
0 

2/1 
2/1 
1/0 
3/1 

0/6 
o/b 

0/0 

0/6 
0/6 

0/0 
No 
$Unk 
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T«M«tl.28: Missouri 



Action 

Hearings scheduled 
Admirustrative decisions 
Ovil action decisions 

Comfi^aints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed 
Eligibility/identification 



Appropriate spec ed svcs 
Relaled services 



Placement 



Procedural issues 
Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed 
Eligibility/identification 
Appropriate spec ed sv s 
Related services 



Placeme nt 

Procedural issues 
Does state collect data on attorney fees'? (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 
Atto7ne7fees^v7^^ 1 987 & 1 988 only ) 



1984 

" '""l l" 
11 
0 

' 4/2 
6/4 

■ 1/1 
8/4 
5/4 

0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 



1985 

""u" 

'16 
1 



1/1 
3/1 
4/1 

6/1 

0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
1/0 

0/0 



Fisca l years 
1986 

" 13' 
10 
2 

5/4' 
4/2 " 

1/1 
3/2 
7/2 

2/2 
0/0 
0/0 

o/o' 



1967 

9 
8 

0 

2/2 
2/2 
0/0 
3/0 

3/1 

0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
No 
$Unk 



1988 

12 
10 
1 

8/3 
2/2 
0/0 
4/2 

2/1 

0/0 
0/0 
0/0 

VI 

0/0 
No 
$Unk 
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TiMe 11.27: Montana 



Ftscal years 



Action 


1984 


1985 


1986 


1987 


1988 


Hearings scheduled 


'3 


n 


0 


4 


4 


Administrative decisions 


3 


2 


0 " 


4 


3 


CivHI actfon decisions 


0 


.... ^ 


0 


0 


6 


Complaints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed 












Eligibiliiy/identification 


1/0 ' 


2/0 " " 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


Appropriate spec ed svcs 


1/0 


2/0 


0/0 


4/0 


4/0 


Related services 


T/0 


0/0 


0/0 


2/0 ' 


1/0 


Placement 


vo 


2/0 


0/0 


4/0 


2/0 


Procedural issues 




2/0 


0/0 


4/0 


1/0 


Complaints in Civil actions/parents orevailed. 












Eligibility/Kjentification 


0/0 


1/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


Appropriate spec ed svcs 


0/0 


"l/O 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


Related services 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


Racement 


' 0/0 


1/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/b 


Procedural issues 


0/0 


1/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


Does state collect data on attorney feos'^ (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 








Yes 


Yes 


Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 








$0 


$0 
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Table ]|.28: N«t>ra8ka 



Action 

Hearings scheduled 
Administrative decisions 
Civil action decisions 

Complaints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed 

Eligibility/identification 

Appropriate spec ed svcs 

Related services 

Placement 

Procedural issues 
Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed 

Eligibility/identification 

Appropriate spec ed svcs 

Related services 

Placement 

Procedural issues 
Does state collect data on attorney fees'' (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 
Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 

■'Not available 



1984 

7 
2 

0 

0/0 
" O/O' 
1/1 

"i/o 

0/0 



1985 

6 
3 

"o 

' 2/0 
0/0 
0/0 

1/1 

0/0 " 



Fi scal years 
1M6 

22 " 
15 ■ 

0 

0/0 

0/0 
0/0 
is/O 

O/O " " 



1987 

12 
6 
0 

2/0 
2/1" 
0/0 
" 2/1 " 
0/0 



No 
$Unk 



1988 

' 10 
4 
0 

2/0 

1/1 
0/0 

1/0 

a 

d 



No 
$Unk 
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Table fi^: Nevada 









^iflcal years 




Action 


1984 


198S 




1 Wf 


Hearings sch^^duied 




<; 
«j 


O 


o 


Adrninistr3tiv€ decisions 






i. 


2 


Ovil action decisions 




" 0 


0 


0 


Complaints in admintstratjve decisions/parents prevailed 










Bigibility/identfffcation 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


Appropriate spec ed svcs 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 ' 


0/0 


Related services 


0/0 


2/0 " " 


'o/o ■ 


0/0 


Placement 


2/2 


0/0 


2/0 


2/2 


Proceduraf issues 


0/0 


" 0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


Complaints in civil actfons/parents prevaded 










Eligibility/identificatfon 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


Appropriate spec ed svcs 


0/0 


0/0 ' 


0/0 


0/0 


Related services 


' 0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


Placement 


0/0 


O/O' 


0/0 


0/0 


Procedural issues 


0/0 


0/0 


o/o' 


0/0 


Does state collect data on attorney fees'^ (FYs 1987 & 1 988 only) 








No 


Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 








$Unk 



1988 

5 

"O 
0 

0/0 

O/o 
0/b 

_0/0 
0/0 
0/0 

b/0 

No 
$0 
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Tabie 11.30: New Hampshire 



Ac4on 

Hearings sdieduled 
Administrative decisions 
Civil action decisions 

Complaints i.i administrative decisions/pafents prevailed 
Eligibility/identtfication 
Appropriate spec ed svcs 
Related services 



Placement 
Procedural issues 



Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed 
Eligibility /identification 
Appropnate spec ed svcs 
Related services 
Placement 
Procedural issues 



Does state collect data on attorney fees^ (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 
Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 



1984 

30 
15 



4/1 
1/1 
0/0 
11/5 
" 1/0 



198S 

13 
7 



2/0 
1/0 
0/0 
4/3 
0/0 



Fiscal years 



1986 

36 
18 



3/0 
VO 
0/0 
13/12 
'I/O 



1987 

40 

20 



2/0 
1/1" 
1/1 
9/5 

"o/o 



No 
$UnK 



1988 

92 
22 



5/3 
15/11 

'6/3 
15/10 

i/0 



No 
$Unk 



''Nol available 




»0 ^ ^ ^ (iAO/HRIV9a228B Special Education 



Requested I>au for In<iividual SiAtrs 



TaWe 1131; New Jer tey 
AcUofi 

Hearings scheduled 



Administrative decisions 
Civil action decisions 

Complaints in administr ative decisions/parents prevailed 
Eltgibi lity/identiffcation 
Appropriate spec ed svcs 
Belated services 



Placement 



Procedural issues 



Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed 
Eligibility/identtfication 
^>propriate spec, ed. svcs 
Related services 



Racement 



Procedural issues 



Fiscal years 



Does state collect data on attorney fees'^ (FYs 1^7 & 1988 
only) 

Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & ioSfl only) 



1984 


1985 


1986 


1987 


1988 


" " 52 " 


72 


80 " 


94 






oo 




52 


37' 


n 


U 


* 

1 


5 


0 


14/2 


12/3 


"9/2 


" " 19/5 


19/1 


12/6 " 


9/3 


9/2" 


9/4 


8/2 


"6/3 


4/4 ' 


3/1 


6/3 


12/8 


'l5/7 


19/7 


15/6 


37/17 


26/8 


4/3 


.. 5/2" 


0/0 


1/0 




0/0 


' "O/Q 


0/0 


' 0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 " 


1/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 ^ 


0/0 


1/1 


0/6 


0/0 " 


0/0 


1/1 


2/0 


0/0 


' " 0/6 


0/0 


0/0 


2/2 " 


0/6 








No 


No 








$Unk 


$Unk 
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Table 11.32: New Mexico 



Action 

Heanngs scheduled 
Administrative decisions 
Civil action deastons 

Complaints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed 
Eligibility/identification 
Appropriate spec ed svcs 
Related services 
Placement 



Procedural issues 
Complaints in ctvil actions/parents prevailed 
Eligibility/identification 
Appropriate spec ed svcs 
Related services 
Placement 



Procedural issues 
Does state collect data on attorney fees'? {FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 
Attorney fees awarded {F Ys 1 987 & 1 988 only ) 



1984 

0 
0 
0 

0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 

0/0 
0/0 
0/0 

b/0 

0/0 



1985 

0 
0 
0 

d/0 

0/0 

o/o 

O/O 
0/0 

0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 



Fiscal years 
1986 

3 
3 
0 



0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 

0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 



1987 

2 
2 
0 

0/0 
2/0 
n/0 
2/0 
0/0 

0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
No 
$0 



1988 

1 
1 

0 

1/0 
1/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 

0/0 
0/0 

b/d 

0/0 
0/0 
No 
$0 



ERIC 



6l 

O . Page 62 ^ «AO/ HRI>90^22BK Special Education 



Bequratml Data for Individual StatM 



Tabte n.33: New York 



Action 

Hearings scheduled'' 
Administrative decisions 
Civil action decisions 

Complaints in administrative decisions/parents 
prevailed: 

Eligibility/identification 
A ppropriate spec, ed svcs 
Related services 



Racemenl 

Pre edural issues 



Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed 
Eligibility/identification 
Appropriate spec ed svcs 
Related services 
Placement 



Procedural issues 

Does state collect data on attorney tees"^ 
_(FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 

Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 



1984 

'553 
553 
5 

208/62 
74/43 
'49/35 
359/166' 
'64/39' 

1/0 
1/0' 

0/6 
1/0" 

3/2 



1985 

394 
394 

10 



161/39 
"42/26 
' 37/25 
266/98 
'44/30 



1/1 
3/1 
1/1 
3/0 

5/1' 



Fiscal years 

449 
449 



196/46 
26/11 
49/31 
267/109 
65/45 

"1/1 

1/1 
' 2/1' 
4/2 
4/2 



1987 

489 
489 
11 



193/57 
46/31 
56/38 
278/ ri 5 
46/31 

4/3 
6/6 
'5/3 
7/7 

'9/5 

No 
$Unk 



1988 

538 
536 
7 



162/49 
47/17 
38/34 
340/139 
34/18 

0/0 
1/1 

0/0 

0/0 

2/b 

No 

$Unk 



•'intormation on hearings scheduled was available for fiscal year 1988 
as*^ jmed the number of hearings scheduled was at least as great as 



only For study pu' noses we 
the number of wriltt;n decisions 
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TaMfl 11.34: North CaroNna 



Fi^al years 



Action 

Hearings scheduied 



Admriistrative decisions 
Civil »;tion decisions 

Cwnf^ints in adminisirative deciSions/parents prevailed 
Eli^bility/identification 



Appropriate spec ed svcs 



Relat ed services 
Placeme nt _ 
Procedural issues 



Compiatnts in civil actions/parents prevailed 
Eligibility /identification 
Aji^opriate spec ed svcs 



Related services 
PJacement 



Procedural issues 



1984 

" 13 
11 



0/0 
0/0 
1/1 
7/1 
0/0 

0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 



1985 

9 
7 
0 

b/0 

4/1 
0/0 
3/0 
2/0 

0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 



Does state collect data on attorney fees'^ {FYs 1987 & 198« only) 
Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 oniy) 



1986 

22 
6 
1 

0/0 
4/2 
2/1 
4/0 
0/0 

0/0 
i/1 
0/0 

1/1 

0/0 



1987 

13 
7 
0 

1/0 
3/0 
0/0 
5/0 
0/0 

0/0 
0/U 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
No 
$Unk 



1988 

24 
24 
0 

6/0 
7/3 
2/0 
16/4 
2/0 

0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
No 
$Unk 
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Table 11.35: Nortti Dakota 



Actton 

Hearings scheduled 
Administrative decisions 
Civil action decisions 

Com^aints in adrninistrative decisions/parents prevailed: 
^Eligibility/identification 

Appropriate spec ed svcs 

Related services 

Placement 

Procedural issues 
Complaints tn civil actions/parents prevailed 

Eligibility/identification 

Appropriate spec ed svcs 

Related services 

Placement 

Procedural issues 
Does state collect data on attorney fees'^ (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 
Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 



Flacai years 



1964 


1985 




1 «Klf 




3 




1 


1 


4 


0 


1 




n 
u 


2 


0 


0 


0 


0 


"o 


0/0 




0/0 


0/0 


t/l 


vo 


1/1 


O /o " 


1/i 


2/2 


1/1 ' 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


" d/d 


2/2 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


o/d 


1/1 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


" O/t) 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


"o/o 


o/d 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


o/o' 


:o 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 








No 


No 








$Unk 


sunk 
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TaMe 11.36: Ohio 



Action 

Hearings scheduled 
Administrative decisions 
Ovil action decisions 

Cwnplaints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed 

Eligibility/identification 

Appropriate spec ed svcs 

Related services 

placement 

Procedural issues 
Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed 

Bigitxlity/identification 

Appropriate spec ed svcs 

Related services 

Placement 



Procedural issues 
Does state collect data on attorney fees'? (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 
AtTorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 



1984 

12 

■ 8 
2 

>/•' 
?/•' 
4/<- 

'2r 
or 

" 0/- 



1985 

20 
" 15 
1 

Br 

5/" 
8/"» 

//■' 
4/.. 

or 

or 
or 



_Flscaljjear9 
1986 

24 
19 
1 

er 

A/" 

3r 

or 
or 
1/" 

0/- 
0/- 



1987 

24 
16 
1 

6/- 
5/- 
3/" 
4/- 

7r 

Qr 
or 
or 
^r 
1/-' 

No 
$Unk 



1988 

30 
30 
1 

8/* 
11/-' 
3/" 
9/" 

4r 

^r 

or 
or 
or 
or 

No 
sunk 



■'Nk?t available 
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TaMe IL37: Oklahoma 



Action 

Hearings scheduled 
Admmistratfve decisions 
Civil action decisions 

Complaints in administrative docisions/parents prevailed 
^ EhgibiMy/fdentification 

Appropriate spec ed svcs 

Related services 

Placement 

Procedural issues 
Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed 

Eligibility/identification 

Appropriate spec ed svcs 

Related services 

Placemen! 

Procedural issues 
Does state collect data on attorney fees^^ (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 
Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 



Ftscal vaara 


1984 


198S 


1986 




1 9V9 


79 


126 


135 




i«14 


to 


1 7 


33 


18 


45 




1 


3 


1 


1 


1/1 


6/5 


6/4 


1/1 


:vo 


3/3 


■4/3""" 


13/5 


9/2 


28/11 


5/5 


7/5 


8/4 


10/5 


25/11 


4/0 


8/2 


16/4 


4/1 


12/2 


VI 


3/3 


vo 


0/0 




0/0 


1/0 


1/0 


1/0 


0/0 


V1 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


1/0 


1/1 


0/0 


' 1/0 


0/0 


1/0 


0/0 


0/0 


1/0 


n/0 


0/0 


0/0 


1/0 


1/0 


1/1 


1/0 








No 


No 








$Unk 


$Unk 
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Table H.38: O regon 

Of^f 



Aetkin 


1984 


1 a vv 




I9fl7 


1 900 




in 

• V 




1fi 




17 
1 f 




a 
D 




c 
O 


o 


1 4 


Civil action decisions 


1 


0 


2 




0 


Complaints in adnrnnistrative decisions/parents prevailed 












Eltgit^lity/identiftcat^on 


3/1 




■ 5/1 


2/1 


2/1 


Appfopnate spec ed svcs 


5/0 


3/0 


5/0 


6/2 


3/0 


Related services 


2/0 


0/0 


1/0 


0/0 


3/0 


Placement 


3/0 


1/0 


9/2 


4/2 


10/6 


Procedural issues 


o/o' 


0/0 


vo 






Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed 












Eligibility/identification 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


1/0 


0/0 


Appropriate spec ed svcs 


1/0 


0/0 


"o/o 


2/0 


0/0 


Related servr^s 


0/0 


0/0 


O/o 


1/0 


0/0 


Placement 


0/0 


O/o" 


1/0 


2/0 


d/o 


Procedural issues 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


1/1 


0/0 


Does state collect data on -jtorney i.-^es'^ (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 








Yes 


Yes 


Attorney fees awarded (^Vs 1987 & 1 )88 only) 








$4 500 


$22,959 
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Tthte H.39: Pennsytv anta 

Action 

Hearings scheduled 
Administrative decisions 
Civil action decisions 

Complaints m administrative decisons/pafcnis prevailed 
Eligibility /identificatton 

Appropnaie spec ed svcs 

Related services 

Placement 

Procedural issues 
Comn^aints in Civil actions/parents prevaiiod 

Eligibility/identification 

Appropriate spec ed svcs 

Related services 

Placement 

Procedural issues 

Does state collect data on attorney fees'' 
(FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 

Attorney fees awarded (rv$ 1937 & 198b only) 



1984 



1985 



_Flscal^ears 
1986 



1987 



1988 



1 '14 


129 


156 


192 


151 


57 


63 




S5 


119 


2 


1 


2 


3 


2 


10/5 


15/5 


17/1 


14 3 


21/6 


17/7 


26/8 


25/9 


11/11 


28/14 


5/1 


4/2 


10/4 


7 3 


14/4 


24/4 


18/7 


11/7 


20/7 


97/34 


1/0 


0/0 


0/0 


3/1 


8/4 


1/1 


1/1 


0/0 


2/2 


0/0 


2/2 


1/1 


2/0 


2/1 


1/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


1/0 


0/0 


2/1 


0.0 


2/0 


1/0 


1/0 


1/1 


o,.o 


2/2 


0/0 


1/0 








No 


No 








sunk 


$Unk 
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TttMe 11*40: Rhode Island 



Fiscal years 



Action 


1984 


1985 


1986 


1987 


1988 


Hearings scheduled 


26 


21 


21 


26 


33 


Administrative decisions 


22 


19 


18 


23 


22 


Civil action decisions 


1 


0 


0 


0 


b 


Comp»laints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed 












Eligibrtity /identification 


3/2 


3/1 


2/l' 


6/2 


Unk/Unk 


Appropriate spec ed svcs 


8/4 


10/e 


11/6 


14/8 


Unk/Unk 


Related services 


3/2 


2/1 


4/1 


2/1 


1/Unk 


Placement 


6/4 


2/0 


1/0 


1/0 


3/Unk 


Procedural issues 


0/0 


1/0 


0/0 


0/0 


Unk/Unk 


Complaints m civil actions/parents prevailed 












Elicjitt'u; , "<entification 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


App'n . ~ . oec ed. svcs 


1/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


Relair ; s 


0/0 ' 


o/o" 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


Placemef.> 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


Procedural issues 


C/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


Does state collect data on attorney fees'' 
(FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 








No 


No 


Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & ,:88 only) 








$Unk 


'$0 
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Table 11.41: South Carolina 



Action 

Hearings scheduled 
Administrative decisions 
Civil action decistons 

Cornplainjs in administrative decisions/parents prevaiierl 

Elfgibifity /identification 

Appropriate spec ed svcs 
^ Related services 

Placement 
Procedural issues 

CompJaints in civil actions/parents prevailed 

Eligibility/identification 

Appropriate spec ed svcs 

Related services 

Placement 

Procedural issues 
Does state collect data on attorney fees'? {FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 
Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & "i988 only) 



1984 


1985 






1988 


0 


6 


Ifi 




4 


0 

V 


c 
D 


lb 


4 


4 


0 


2 


1 


0 


0 


0/0 


0/0 ' 


0/0 


2/2 


0/0 


0/0 


4/0 


6/2 


0/0 


2/0 


0/0 


4/4 


6/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


2/0 


10/2 


4/2 


2/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


t/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


2/2 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


' 0/0 


1/0 


0/0 


0/n 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 








No 


No 








sunk 


$0 
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Tabto 11.42: South Dakota 



A^ion 

Hearings scheduled 
Administrative decisions 
Civil action decisions 



Complaints in administrative a^^cisions/parents provaHed 
Eligibility/ideniification 
Af^opriate spec ed svcs 
Related services 
Placement 



Procedural issues 
Complaints in c.vif actions/parents prevailed 

Eligibility/identification 

Appropriate spec ed svcs 

Related services 

Placement 

Procedural issijp*: 
Does state collect data on attorney fees^^ (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 
Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 



Fiscal years 


19S4 


1985 


1986 


1987 


20 


19 " 


16 


12' 


1 


" " 7 


1 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


1/1 ' 


4/4 


■ i/i 


0/0 


0/0 


o /o " ' 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


1/1 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


2/1 ' 


o/o" 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 " " 


0/0 " 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


" 0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 " 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


" 0/0 


0/0 


0/0 " 


0/0 








No 








$0 



1988 

19 
1 
0 

0/0 

0/0 
0/0 
1/0 
0/0 

0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
No 
$0 
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TaMe 11.43: Tennessee 



Action 

Hearings scheduled 
Admini?lrative decisions 
Cjvii action deasions 

ComfJiaints in administrative deciSions/parents prevailed 
Eligibility /identification 
Appropriate spec ed svcs 
Related services 



Racement 

Procedural issues 
Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed 

Bigibility/identification 

Appropriate spec ed svcs 

Related services 

Placement 

Procedural issues 
Does state collect data on attorney fees'^ (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 
Attorney tees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 



1984 

10 
10 
0 

"o/o 

0/0 
0/0 

"o/o 

0/0 



0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 



1985 

24 
18 

1 

2/1 
5/1 
" 1/1 
10/2 
0/0 

0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 

1/1 



Fisc al years 
1986' 

' ~16 
' 'l '3 
2 

1/1 " 

VO 

2/2 

9/3 

0/0 

0/0 
0/0 
0/0 

1/1 

1/0 



1987 

26 
■ 10 
1 

VI 
4/3 

1/1 
4/3 
0/0 

0/0 

V1" 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
Mo 
$Unk 



1988 

21 
12 
1 

2/1 
9/6 
8/6 
1 1/6 
4/4 

0/0 
1/0 
1/0 

0/0 
' 0/0 

No 
$Unk 
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Table 11.44: Texas 



Action 

Hearings scheduled 
Administrative decisions 
Civil action decisions 

Complaints in administrafivc decisions/parents prevailed 

Eligibility/identification 

Appropriate spec ed svcs 

Related services 

Placement 

Procedural issues 
Complaints in Civil actions/parents prevailed 

Eligibility/identification 

Appropriate spec ed svcs 

Related services 

Placement 

Procedural issues 
Does state collect dita on attorney fees'^ (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 
Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 



Fiscal jreare 



1984 

6l' 
57 

" l" 

3/0 
7/2" 
6/2 
18/1 
.2/1 

0/0 ■ 

0/0 " 

" V1 
0/0 
" 0/0 



1985 

57 
54' 

0 

3/d 
5/1 
2/0 
14/7" 

0/0 

o/o" 

' 0/0 
0/0 
0/0 



1986 


1987 


1988 


61 


42 


44 


55 


"37 


19 


2 


3 


1 


1/0 


4/0 


7/4 


9/2 


6/4" 


16/6 


5/2 ' 


6/3 


5/3 


7/2 


8/2 


' 15/6 


0/0 




"1/0 


0/0 " 


0/0 






0/0 


0/0 


o/b 


0/U 


0/0 


0/0 


1/0 


OA) 


0/0 


1/0 . " " ' 


0/0 




No 


No 




$Unk' 


$Unk 
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Tabte tL45; Utah 

Ftscal years 

Action 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 

Hearings scheduied 2 1 0 3 4 

Administrative decisions 0 2 0 3 4 

Civil action decisions 0 0 0 6 0 
Complamts in administrative decisions/parents prevailed 

^EligitDility/^^^ 0/0 0/0 0/0 3/1 "2/2 

_Appro^iatespec ed svcs 0/0 " ' 0/0 O/o' 3/1 0/0 

_Re)ated services 0/0 0/0 " 0/0 0/0 " "o/O 

_Piacefpent 0/0 2/l" 0/0 3/1 2/0 

_ Procedural issues " o/O 0/0 0/0 0/0 6fQ 
Complaints in civ^l actions/parents prevailed 

_ Eligibility/identification 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 ^0/6 

Approp riate spec, ed svcs 0/0 ' 0/0 0/0 0/0 " 0/0 

Related^ervices 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 

__Placement 0/0 0/0 " 0/0 " " 0/0 ' 6/0 

Procedural issues 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 

Does state coiiect data on attorney fees'^ (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) Unk ~Yes 

Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1986 only) " $Unk $1,125 
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Table 11.46: Vermont 



ActkMi 

Hearings scheduled 
Administrative decisions 
Civil action decisions 

Complaints in adminislrative decisions/parents prevailed 

Eligibility/identification 

Appropriate spec ed svcs 

Related services 

Placement 

Procedural issues 
Complaints in civil actions/pa/ents prevailed 

Eligibility/identification 

Appropnate spec ed svcs 

Related services 

Placement 

Procedural issues 
Does state collect data on attorney (ees^ (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 
Altorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 



Fisc al years 



1984 

36 
17 
1 

4/3 
3/3 
4/4 
6/5 
4/2 

1/1 
0/0 

0/0 
0/0 
" 0/0 



1985 

22 
6 

" 0 

l/l' 
2/2 

3/1 

0/0 

2/2 

0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 



1986 

30 
8 
0 



4/3 

"o/o 

1/1 

"2/V 

2/1 

0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 

6/0 



1987 

24 
6 
0 

3/3 

4/4 

0/0 

5/4' 

4/2 

0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
Yes 
$Unk 



1988 

19 
2 
2 

1/1 
2/2 
0/b 
2/2 
2/2 

0/0 
2/2 

0/b 

2/2 
2/2 
Yes 
$Unk 
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Tsbto 11.47: Virginia 



Action 

Hearings scheduled 
Administral(ve decisions 
Civil action decisions 

Complaints m adminisirative dec stons/oafents prevailed 

Eligibihty/identiticatfon 

Appropfiate spec ed svcs 

Related services 

Placement 

Procedural issues 
Complaints in civii actions/parents prevailed 

Eligibility /identification 

Appropriate spec ed svcs 

Related se. ^ices 

Placement 

Procedural issues 
Does state collect data on attorney fees'' {FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 
Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 



1984 

"115 
69 

is 

'l4/5 
24/12 
4/1 ■ 
45/15 

0/0 

0/0 
" 12/2 

0/0 
13/3 
10/5 



Fiscal years 



1985 

120 
66 
6 

29/13 
16/9 
7/7 
37/16 
0/0 

0/0 
4/2 
0/0 
3/2 
4/1 



1986 

113 
66 
7 

23/ii 
11/5 
7/3 
43/14 
19/12 

1/0 
'3/0 
0/0 
3/0 

" 5/3 



1987 

86 
45 
7 

15/1 
5/5 
3/2 
35/17 

10/8 

0/0 
1/1 

0/6 

0/0 
7/4 
No 
$"Unk 



1988 

82 
58 
6 

19^ 
14/4 
18/9 
44/19 
23/ U) 

0/0 
5/4 

0/6 
6/4 
4/3 

No 

$Un1< 
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TaWe 11.48: Washington 





■ 


^ , 


Fiscal vdars 







Action 


1984 


1985 


1986 


1987 


1988 


Hearings scheduled 


' 8 


38 


37 


35 


27 


Administrative decisions 


10 


"7 


17 




10 


Civ<l action decisions 


0 


1 


1 


1 


d 


Complaints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed 












Eligit>4lity/identification 


7/4" " 


2/2 


3/0 


VO 


2/0 


Appropnate spec ed svcs 


"5/2 


2/0 


8/0 


3/1 


7/i 


Related services 


6/0 


2/0 


o/o" 


4/1 


0/b 


Placement 


"4/0" 


3/0 


"11/0 


6/0 


7/1 


Procedural issues 


... 


1/0 


2/0 


0/0 


0/6 


Complaints tn civil actions/parents prevailed 












Eligibility/identification 


0/0 


1/1 


vo 


0/0 


0/0 


Appropnate spec ed svcs 


0/0 


'0/0 " 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


Related services 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


Placement 


0/0 




0/0 


1/0 


0/0 


Procedural issues 


0/0" 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


0/0 


Does state collect data on attorney fees'^ (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 








ISiO 


No 


Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1 988 only) 








$Unk 


$Unk 
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Table 11.49: West Virginia 



Action 

Heanngs scheduled 
Administrative decisions 
Qvtl action decisions 

Complain ts in administrative decisions/parents prevailed 
Eligibility/identification 
Appropriate spec ed svcs 
Related services 



Racement 
Procedural issues 



Complaints in civd actions/parents prevailed 
Eltgibility/identificafion 
Appropriate spec ed svcs 
Related services 
Placement 



1984 

18 

12' 
0 

0/0 
8/2 
3/1 
3/0 
0/0 



Rscat years 



Procedural issues 
Dobs state collect data on attorney fees'? (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 
Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 



198S 

26 

6 

0 

0/0 

2/0" 

3/1" 

0/0 

0/0 



1986 

33 
11 

b 

't/1 

7/0 
5/3 
3/1 
1/0 



1987 

24 
6 
1 

1/0 
4/1 

0/0 

2/0 
" 0/0 



1/-' 

No 
$Unk 



1988 

19 
15 
0 

3/2 
5/2 

1/1 

9/2 
0/0 



No 
$Unk 



'"No! available 
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TaMe 11.50: Wisconsin 



Action 

^^ari^gs scheduled 
Administrative decisions 
Civil action decisions 

Complaints in administrative deciSions/parents prevailed 

Eligibility/identification 

Appropriate spec ed svcs 

Related services 

Placement 

Rocedural issues 
Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed 

Ehgtoiiity/identification 

Appropriate spec ed 6vcs 

Related services 

Placement 

Procedural issues 
Does state collect data on attorney fees"^ (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 
Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 



1984 

18 
17 
1 

4/2 

9/2 

1/1 
8/1 
8/4 

0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
1/0 
0/0 



1985 

13 
10 
2 

2/1 
3/2 
0/0 
3/1 
7/3 

1/1 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
1/0 



Fisca l years 



1986 

13 
8 
3 

4/0 
3/0 
0/0 
2/1 
5/1 

1/0 
1/0 
0/0 
2/0 
2/0 



1987 

11 
9 
0 

5/1 
6/4 
2/1 
4/0 
4/3 

0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
No 
$Unk 



1988 

7 
6 
1 

1/1 
3/2 
1/1 
3/1 

0/0 

0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
1/0 
0/0 
No 
$Unk 
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R«H)ueMt*Hi n«u for Individual Stau*f< 



Table 11.51; Wyoming 



Action 

Hearings scheduled 
Administrative decisions 
Civil action decisions 

Complaints in administrative decisions/parents prevailed 

Eligibility/identificatton 

Appropriate spec ed svcs 

Related services 

Placement 

Procedural issues 
Complaints in civil actions/parents prevailed 

Eligibility/identification 

Appropriate spec ed svcs 

Related services 

Placement 

Procedural issues 
^)es state collect data on attorney fees''' {FYs 1987 & 1988 only) 
Attorney fees awarded (FYs 1987 & 1988 oniy) 



1984 

7 
0 
0 

0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 

0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 



1985 

10 
0 
0 

0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 

0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 



Fiscal years 
1986 

7 

1 

0 

0/0 
0/0 

1/1 

0/0 
0/0 

o/o 

0/0 
0/0 

O/o 

0/0 



1987 



0/0 
2/1 
f '0 
0 
0/0 

0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
No 
$Unk 



1988 

8 
3 
0 

1/0 
0/0 
0/0 
2/0 
0/0 

0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
No 
$0 
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List of Data for Figures 



Tabid Administrative Hearings 
Schadulad and Decisions (Data toT Fig 4) 



Table 111.2: Administrative Decisions and 
Ratio of Handicapped Children to 
Administrative Decisions in Each State 

(Rscal Year 1988) (Data for F ig 5) 



Fiscal year 


Administrative hearings 
scheduled 


Written deci9l(Hi8 


1984 


2649 


1 665 


1985 




1.592 


1986 


J 110 


1.704 


1987 


3 048 


1,522 


1988 


3.426 


1,736 






State 


Administrative 
decisions 


Ratin of handicADOfiil 
children to administrative 
decisions 


Alabama 


5 


19,164 1 


Alaska 




6,423:1 


Arizona 




13, £06 1 


Arkansas 


4 


11.763 1 


California 


4:^ 


9,539 1 


Colorado 


3 


17 347:1 


ConnectiCu: 


40 


1.611:1 


Delaware 


1 


14G81 1 


District of Columbia 


171 


42 1 


Morida 


]b 


12,948 1 


Georgia 


19 


4,892 1 


Hawaii 


9 


1 315 1 






9,568 1 


Illinois 




1 172 1 


Indiana 


?7 


3 988 1 


Iowa 


13 


4.340 1 


Kar^sas 


0 




Kentucky 


0 


a 


Louisana 


1 


69 460 1 


Maine 




2 349 1 


Maryland 


a, 


1 384. 1 


Massachusetts 


M 


2 8561 


Michigan 


?4 


6 714 1 


Minnesota 


4 


20./42 1 


Mississippi 


4 


14.(54/' 1 


Mtssouf) 


10 


9972 1 


Montana 




5,114:1 


Nebraska 


4 


7 613 1 


Nevada 


0 





(continued) 
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IAhI of n«U for Flgurf^ 



Tabid lli.3: Administrative Oecisions 
Compared to Scheduled Hearings 

(Data for Fig 6) 



State 


Administrative 


children to adminifltrfltiv«i 


decisions 


decisions 


Now HafTipshjfc 


22 


762 1 


N€w Jersey 


37 


4 m 1 


New Mexico 


1 


31 383 1 


New York 


536 


538 1 


North Carolina 


24 


4,558 1 


North Dakota 


2. 


6.242 1 


Ohio 


30 


6615 1 


Oklahoma 


45 


1,418 1 


Oregon 


14 


3 456 1 


Pennsylvania 


119 


1,75? 1 


Rhode Island 


22 


TO 1 


South Carotina 


4 


18 748 1 


South Dakota 


1 


14,420 1 


Tennessee 


12 


8,191 1 


Texas 


19 


16 40(1 1 


Utat^ 


4 


1 1 206 1 


Vermont 


2 


6 122 1 


Vifgjnia 


S8 


1,821 1 


Washington 


10 


7 365 1 


W(?st Virginia 


15 


3,OT5 1 


Wisconsin 


6 


12 991) 1 


Wyoming 


3 


3 6J1 1 



■ olatc fOfxiflecl thaf no urtmimsfrativo dcctsions wore issued in fiscal ycat 19Hfl f or fcporling purposes 
wo categorized thr slalp as havmq more than 10 000 handicapped children lor each wntlcn dcciSion 



Fiscal year 

1984 
1985 
1986 
198/ 
1988 



Percentage of scheduled 
hearing? resulting in 
admmisfrative decisions 

62 9 

56 2 

548 

49 9 

50 7 
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U»t of Data for Fi^mi 



TaWo lil.4: issues Involved in 
Atfaninistrative Hearings and 
CivH Actions (Data for Fig 7} 



Type of comfHaInt 

EliQ'hihty and identification 

Appropriateness of special education services 

Related services 

Placement 

Procedural issues 



Percentage of a ctions 
Administrative 
hearings 

22 

18 

10 

38 
12 



CMI 
actions 

8 

22 
8 
38 

24 



Tabte lfi.5: Parents as Prevailing Parties 
In Disputss With School Districts 

(Data for Fig 8) 



Type of complaint 

Eligibility and identification 

Appropriateness of special education services 

Related services 

Placement 

Procedural issues 



Pofcentage of c omplaints won 



Administrative CivH 
hearings actions 

32 46 

43 43 

50 41 

40 41 

55 47 



Table ill.6: Percent of Parents 
Represented by Attcneys 

(Data for Fig 9) 



Table lii.7: Parents With Attorneys More 
Likely to Prevail (Data for Fig 10) 



Fiscal year 

19C4 
1985 
1986 
1987 
1988 



Perce ntage of parents 
wi^h attorneys in 
administrative hearings 

40.8 

48 1 

49 1 
487 

53 7 



Figures in pe fc ent 



Fiscal year 

1984 
1G85 
1986 
1987 
1988 



Parents' success rate in idministrative decisions in which 
pa r ents pre vaited 

With attorney Without attorney 

48 7 ' 51 3 

6S1 34 9 

"54 3 45 6 

59 7 40 3 

67 0 53 0 
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. M^or ContiibutDrs to This Report^ 



Human Resources ^ '^^'^ Vohey. jr., Assistant Oimlur for Klfmoiitarv and .Vtondarv 

Di viQinn F:ducation, (202) 245-9()23 

JJlVlSlOn, William A. DeSamo, Assignment Manager 

Washington, D.C. CJavid a. Bellis, Social Science Analyst 

Joan K. Vogel, Programmer-Analyst 



Boston Regional Office 



Thomas Phelan, Senior Kvaliiator 
Marcia M. Cook, EvaJuator 
Maureen T. Driscoll, Evaluator 



Philadelphia Regional 
Office 



Tliomas P. Hubbs, Kvaluator-in-Charge 
June A. Ragone, Evaluator 
Charles E. Wilson, p:valuator 
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Request for copies of GAO reports should be sent tor 

U.S. General Accounting Office 
Post Office Box 6015 
Gaitherburg, Maryland 20877 

Telephone 202-275-6241 

The first five copies of each report are free- Additional copies are 
$2.00 each. 

There is a 25% discount on orders for 100 or more copies mailed to 
single address. 

Orders must be prepaid by cash or by check or money order mude 
out to the Superintendent of Documents. 




